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This is the forty-sixth in a series of 
articles about unmanned satellites on 
postage stamps. This article features 
the Galileo planetary mission to Ju- 
piter and some of its moons. Galileo 
was launched with and deployed from 
space shuttle Atlantis (STS-34) on 18 
October 1989. The Galileo satellite 
is named after Galileo Galilei (1564- 
1642) who did pioneering work in the 
development of the telescope, which he 
used to make the earliest detailed ob- 
servations of the moons of Jupiter. 

The Galileo mission consisted of both 
an orbiter and an entry probe, and in 
fact, the probe was the first one to en- 
ter the atmosphere of one of the out- 
er planets (Jupiter in this case). The 
probe was approximately cylindrical in 
shape, 1.24 m in diameter and almost 1 
min height. Heat shields protected the 
package, which descended through the 
atmosphere by parachute, similar to 
the descent to the surface of Venus of 
the large probe from Pioneer-13. The 
Galileo probe entered Jupiter’s atmo- 
sphere in late 1995, after a 6-year jour- 
ney from Earth. 

The Galileo orbiter was the sixth 
spacecraft to explore Jupiter, but the 
first to orbit the planet. (Previous ex- 
plorations of Jupiter included the mis- 
sions of Pioneer-10 and 11, Voyager-1 
and 2, and Ulysses.) The Galileo orbit- 
er consisted of a spinning section and 
a despun section for instruments that 
had to be pointed. The spacecraft was 
9 m long, with a 4.6 m diameter high- 
gain antenna. Power was provided by 
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two radioisotope thermal generators 
located at the ends of short booms, 
similar to those on Pioneer-10 and Pi- 
oneer-11. 

Galileo is featured on many postal 
items. Some of them show the entry 
probe and parachute (e.g. Guinea Re- 
public Scott C172a). Others show the 
satellite still attached to its booster 
stage (e.g. Bulgaria Scott 3627 depicts 
Galileo still attached to the booster 
stage, along with the shuttle Atlan- 
tis). Still others depict Galileo Galil- 
ei as well as the satellite or the probe 
(e.g. Nicaragua Scott 1985c). The first 
of the Galileo postal items was issued 
in 1990, several more appeared in the 
mid-1990s, and others were issued 
even later. Several of the Galileo post- 
al items are miniature sheets, which 
include the satellite along with other 
notable spacecraft. 

One item in the Galileo checklist is 
Comoro Islands Scott 275 and a related 
souvenir sheet Scott 275a. Both items 
were issued in 1977, long before Gali- 
leo was launched. These postal items 
look forward to a “Jupiter lander” at 
some point in the future, a role that 
Galileo fulfilled. Galileo was the first 
Jupiter mission to include a lander/ 
probe that we see in the futuristic ren- 
dition on these Comoro items. 

The Galileo mission finally ended in 
2003 with the spacecraft plunging into 
Jupiter to avoid possible contamina- 
tion of any of Jupiter s moons with mi- 
crobes from Earth. 
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GALILEO 
Vaisseau Lancé le 18 Octdbre 1989 en orbite 
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